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, THF EEE 
INFORMATION 
OF 


FRANCISCO'd: FARIA; 


Born in America, Son of John de Faria a Jew, of St. Giles in the 
Fields Gent. Taken upon Oath before Mz Edmiind Warcupp Z/q; 
one of His Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace in the ſaid County and 
City , in preſence of John Arnold E/q; by command of tle 
Right Honorable, the: Lords Committees, for Diſcovery of the late 
Popiſh Plot. 26. Oftober. 1680. 

FPS His Informant faith, That, being a Limner in 4»:- 

MAP FSB werp in Flanders, in the year 1675. by the perſwaſi- 

: ks-& on of Three of the Siſters of Sir George Wakeman 

278 then in the Nunnery of Sta. Zereſra, and of Father 

X Worſely a Jeſuit, he became a Roman Catholick, and 

YM often communicated at his hand. And the faid Wo1 - 

{eley then perſuaded this Informant to come into Eng/and, and he 

would make this Informant happy, and then gave this Informant 35 

piſto's in Gold, to bear this Intormantes charges fer Erg/and. But 

this Informant did not immediately follow him to Exg/an#, but took 

vp Arms, and was a Captain Lieutenant under Colonel Montgomery , 

in the Pruice ot Orang's Service, where he praCtiſed to make and throw 

band-Granadoes, and grew to ſome note for that Service ; and in the 
year 167$ this Informant being in Eng/and, and well verſed in Seven 
or Fight Languages was preferred to be [nterpreter and Secretary of 

[.2nguapes to Gaſpar Abrew de Freitas Ambaſtador in ordinary from 

the Prince of Portugal to the King of Exz/and. To which Ambaſſa- 

cor this Informant had been known for many years before , and the 

izid Ambaſſador among other things, acquainted /this Informant , 

that Pex Franciſco do Melos the late Ambaſlador that-dicd here was 

Nach out of favour with the Princeof Portugal, for that he had in dif- 

ercetly puſhed on, the promotion of rhe Catholick Religion before 

a due time, and had cauſed ſeveral Popiſh Books to be Printed in 

Engliſh, which had given too great alarm , with many other things 

reating to the Poptſh Religion , which he greatly condemned "_ 

or 
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for; And the faid- Ambaſſador, to indear this Informant, did often * 


give him Money and intruſted him in Afairsof the greateſt Moment , 
2nd carried this Informant with him, to all or moſt of the great 
Miniſters of State in Exg/and, tiſing hag tor his Interpreter; and em- 


ployed this Intormant to reſort; to ſevefgl Perſons for an account of 


the Orders and Patſages in the *Kings, Council, of all which the faid 
Amballador uſua ly had an accauint within an hour alter the riſing of 
the Council, or any Committees. Andthe faid Ambaſlador, much 
about the time of theTryal ottheFiveJgſuits,expreſling a great ſorrow 
tor the oppreſſing of the Catholicks ,&d with that Oates and Bedlow 
were made away ; And then commanded this Informant to go to 
Maſs and Confeſſion, and then told this Informant , that he might 
do the Catholick Cauſe great Service , and might make his own 
Fortune it he would joyn in deſtroying Oares and Bed/ow, and that 
50000 Reales d'ocho thould be given for that Service , and that two 
ſufficient men ſhould joyn with this Informant tor the Killing of Oates 
and Bedlow ; But the faid Bed/aw being about that time in Jre/and 
the ſaid Murder was deferred, and a report being ſpread, that Bed-= 
low was dead in Jreland, the faid Lord Ambaſſador ſaid to this In- 
tormant, What a Fool were you ! had youkilled him, you had gain- 
cd that Money which I promiſed: But atterwards underitanding that 
Redlow was not dead, the faidAmbaſlador renewed his Solicitations to 
this Informant to proſecute the death of Oates & Bedlow, afluring this 
Informant, That he wou'd make good his promiſe of tlc {id Sum 
of Money to them, which ſhould kill them ; That he would beſides, 
pay this Informants Debts , and take this Informant with hum t- 
to Portugal, Upon which Diſcourſe this Intormant took tie bole: 
neſs to tell the Amlaſlador, That the Death of Godfrey inad 910 
much hurt to theCatholick Intereſt, & he much teared, it the Ne1t1; 
of Oates and Bedlow would bring greater hurt. To wht! the Ain 
baſſador, replyed, he feared not that ; and if Dates and B-- ain ang 
Shaftsbury were our of the way, the Parliament might conc whe! 
they pleaſe. Whereupon this Informant asked, How jhali ©7254 
)y be kil'ed ? He replyed, Lord Shafrsbury goes often into the cour 

try, and I know you are excellent at hand-Granadoes, you ſhaii 
throw one of them into Shaftsbury's Coach , which will deſtroy all 
that are in the Coach upon the breaking, and you and your Compa- 
nions ſhall alſo have Fire Arms to kill, it the other do not full Exe- 


cution. And the Ambaſſagor added , that he had provided i wo 0- 
A 2 | ther 
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(4) ha, 
. tojoyn with this Informant in that 
Service, but 1 , cd tliem n: 2t, Noi the reward that was prom! ifed 
to be given tor it ; Andtlen ' Ordered this Informant to provide a 
Man who.. co. 1df, "ak Fiench and Dutch to carry a Lettcr into Flaz- 
ders; Whereupon this 3ntformant app ied himſelt to one Sa/zer, who 
keeps a Sempiters 5hop in Dr#ry- Lane, to carr) the Leiter: Who 
ſaying, he cold not po, becauſe he had Horſes lame; which this 
Informant's Servant obſerving, ſaid Sir, It vou pleaſe my Husband 
ſhail go; But rhis Informant "refuſed him as not ſpeaking French , 
nor ac painted with the Country. And this Intormant did ( accor- 
ding to the Ambaſſadors Order ) offer the ſzid Salter a0. /. to un- 
dert take t 'c?ourncy,becauſc he was acquainted with the Countrey,&c. 
reary laſt paſt , rhe faid Ambaſſador left England , andretur- 
ned to Ps *uzal, leaving this Informant on a ſudden with very lit- 
tle Moncy, atter his many promiſes to tak* this Informant with him 
into Portr9, al, and to get the Prince to provide plentifully for him 
in Portuzal. 'Vpon which this Informant recolle&ting the ſaid for- 
mcr paiſages , and fearing leſt he ſhould beaccuſed, though Innocent, 
went to his own Father, declaring the offers made to this Informant 
for the killing the P crſons aforeſaid ; but his Father and Mother ad- 
viſed him to throw Aſhes upon "= for none that have diſcover'd 
are ſecure, becauſe ſome are of one mind and ſome of another ; And 
this iniormant then Jeft a Note with his Mother, ſignifying that it 
this intormant were kYled, it muſt be by the Peortugals, and he 
woutd 'ay his Death to them, becauſe of the paſſages atoreſaid; and 
did the like with 2rs. Mary Seares , who finding this informant in a 
very difturbed condition, obſerving that in his Frenzy fits he ſpoke 
of the Neath of Oates, Bedlow and Sh aftsbury; fo far prevailed with 
this informant when out of his Frenzy fits, as to make him relate 
the whoic Story, to her, who then perſuy aded this Informant to 
keep all ſecret, leſt he brought himſelf 3 into Troubles. But this In- 
tormant hearing about the 67h. of April laſt, That a certain Gen» 
tleman cf Note was wounded almoſt to Death , did recolle& that 
one | yard had tempted him to Baſlinado ſuch a kind of Perſon, 
which this Intormant had Lcfore, v7z. 

In the beginning of March, told unto the ſaid Mrs. Mary Seares, 
for an ac:ount whereofthis Informant refers himſelf to his Informa- 
tion taken before Sir Philip ; Jrthows, a C opy whereof this Infor- 
inant delivercd this day to the ſad "ommutc< of T.ords: And this 


Iniormant 


ther Feriors, *fen, of Hon-ur 
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[nformant did alſo repair about the firſt of May laſt tothe Farl of Cla- 
rendon, and In writing gavethe ſaid Earlunder his hand , a Paper 
containing the matter about the wounding the ſaid Gent'eman, and 
hopes the ſaid Earl will produce the faid Paper , to which this Infor- 
mant refers. "To which this informant added by word of Mouth , 
That the Farl of Shaftsbury was in danger of his Lift: to which 
Earl this Informant repaired, becauſe he was going into Flanders , 
:nd fearing he might be accuſed tor the wounding of the ſaid Gen- 
tleman , .during his abſence ,T hat that writing delivered to the Earl 
of Clarendon might clear his Innocency; And this Informant tarther 
ſaith, That the Lady Abergavenny ſent for tiiis Informant into Liz 
colns-Inu-fields this laſt Summer was a twelve month ; And then to'd 
this Informant, the Lord Powjzs would ſpank with him in the Zower: 
To which this Informant anſwered, }c wouid; but acquainting the 
ſad Ambaſlador therewith, His excel/ency forbid him ro go: Wherc- 
with this Informant alſo acquainted the faid i arl of C/:rrezdor, who 
ſeemed to know the Lady Abergaverny , ſaving, She was Itis News! 
bour; and he farther ſaith, That « ccreain perfor came to the Ama: 
ſador, and in this Informants prefence to} the Ambailador 
That one Roberts Porter to the votor-vatc ot $03.02 #ete; cruie 
was apprehended, upon which this Int. r:1vargt oblurveu the Ambala» 
dor tolook- very paic, & thereupon ackod tac A nbaltador, My Lord, 
Is he concerned in thts bufinels with me? lo which ite Amt atiador 
xeplved, He ts a man of Co.ra,c, and will undertake any £12 

And in ay laſt , this Informants Brother, 45r.:: 47 oo fr 4.7 COME 
ng to Loxaorn, this Informanc tod the Avbiiiador of it; whe eg 
edit he were a Catholick: and'being aniwered tliercto, his Excellency * 


* 
A 
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asked if he wereamen ofCourage. Whereunto this [nirmant repled 
Veare ai! wei: born & bred. And his Lordihip rep volt Li onida have 
him 11 tizi's Adair with as, were I ſire of him: Ar Communndendt this 


E Informant toſend him to him,this Informant toid his ſid BZoothergtiat 
| theAmlaſiador world ſpeak with h:m.But thisInformont was not w:th 
him when he went tothe Ambaſlador, nor kn»weth voir paſſed be 
tween And this Informant ſaith,that uponthe day of Sir G-orge I/alo- 
mai”s Try 1,the Ambaſlador ſent him in his Coach to watt vpon the 
[Lord* hief Juſtice Scroggs, and ſent up word by one ct lits Gontiemen, 
| Lhat one from the Portugal Amballador wou'd ſpeak witl tim, The 
{ſervant brought anſwer, T hat he cou'd not ſee the Aralofedor ther 
ay, becauſe he ſhould be engaged upon the ] ryal o! Sir C-, "th 
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man all the day. Which the Ambaflador Leing acquainted with , his 
Lordſhip ſent this Informant to hear the Tryal. And this Informant 
llood by Sir George all the time, and gave him White paper to Write 
upon: {nd employed one Mr. Cooper a Scrivener mm Drury-Lane to 
take in Writing the Tryal, and gave him 20 s. for his pains: whicl: 
this Informant de'ivecred to the Ambaſſador ; who im nediately ſent 
it to tl.c Queen then at N7indjor: with which, and a Letter, this Intor- 
mant {hould have gone to I/ind/or, had henot Lcen very weary. And 
the ſame night this Informant was ſent to Sir George Wakeman : 1n St, 
Martins-Lane, to Complement him onthe Ambaſſadors part: but he 
was not then come to his Lodging in S?. Martins-Lane, 

So this Informant went next morning, and found him in bed 
with his Wife , and ( as this Informant was Commandetd ) told him 
trom the Ambaſſador , That his Fortune and Eſtate was at his $er- 


vice, and ſo was his Prince's; and the Prayers of the good Catholiks | 


ſ 


have prevailed for your de'ivery ; and we are all bound to Sir P/;- 
/ip Lloyd for his Generofity to you at the 1ryai: and we are all bound 
to pray for him. Whereunto Sir George Wakeman replyed , If it had 
not been for him, 7 had not b<en ſaved: & fo we are all bound to pray 
tor him. And 7 pray return my Lord many thanks tor his Offers: 
and that he would wait on his Excellency that very day, to give him 
thanks for his Favours: but that he muſt firſt go to Windſor, to wat 
on the Queen: but at his return he wouid wait on -his Excellency, 
And <ir Georze then took this Intormant by the hand, and ſaid, | 
am ſorry, Mr. Faria, that T had nct the happineſs to ſpeak with 
you Letore : For Tam informed what a man you are ; and that 
you could do great Service tor the Catholicks: But alas! it is now 
too late. 1Thence this /nformant w-nt again by Order , to the Lord 
Chief Juſtice Scroege, to know when my Lord Ambaſlador ſhou!d 
viſit him. The Lord Scrozes anſwered, that the Ambaſſador would 
do [im great Honour to viſit him, but he was that day to go out 
of Town by one of the Clock, Wherewith the Ambaſſador being ac- 
quainted , he went about Twelve in his Sedan, with a Coach of 
State , wherein th's /nformant was, to the Lord Scror gs in Chance 
1;-Lane, The Complement was in Por:»greze ( and this Informant 
Interpretcd ) to this efte&t: My Lord , come to viſit you as you 
are a Miniſter of State ; and am ſent as Ambaſlador from the Prince 
of Portuzal, to the King of Great Britain, and am directed to viſit you 
ard am likewiſe to thank yeu for the Juſtice you have done yelter 


day; 
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day to Sir George Wakeman. To which the Lord Scrozgs anſwered, I 
am placed to do Juſtice, and will not be curbed by the Vulgar, and fo 
[ thank your Prince , and your felt tor the Great Honour you have 
done me. And this Informant farther ſaith , That a Portugaeze came 
to him , when the Earl of Offory was to go for Tangier, offering this 
Informant, that he might go with the ſaid Earl, as his nterpreter, 
and ſhould have 3007. per annum for his pains. But this Informant re- 
fleing , that the ſum offered was too big for that Service belicv- 
ed this was a Snare to take away his Lite. The ſame Portugueze ot- 
fered him to go for F/arders , where Monfreur Fonſec might preter 
him to the Prince of Parma.But he looked upon that as a Snare alſo, & 
therefore refuſed. And this Informant ſaith, That about 6 months avo 
he was aſfaulted- by two unknown Perſons, with their Swordsdrawn ; 
but he happily eſcaped from them. And farther faithnot. Fra: de Far. 
The Information that che (aid Informant gave tothe Lord Clarerd n, May 1. 1682, 
The Information of Francis de Faria of $: Giles in the Fields, Com, Midd. Gent, Ta- 
hen npon Oath before Sir Philip Machews B2r,On? of His Majeſtzes Fuſtices of the 
Peace for the ſaid County, Aſigaed this 15 day of July 1680, * 
His Informant on lis Oath faith, That about the'latter end of 
March, or the beginning ot Apr/ lait paſt, a Gentleman who called 
himſelf Mr. Wyard, came to this Informant at W/7/”s Coftee-Houſe in 
Coven-Garden, and ſpake very kindly to this Informant, and deſired 
this Informant to go to a Taveren and drink a Glaſs of Wine with 
him: Which. this Informant. conſented unto, and went out of the 
Cofkce-Houſe with him, and deſired him to go to the Ryſe-Taveren 


- in Bridges-ſtreet: But he deſired to go farther. At the ZorſeShoe 


Tavern this informant deſired the fad IYyard to go in tlither; But 
he theredeſired to go farther, and ſo drilled this Intormant on into 
Grays-Iny Walks: which this Intormant conſented unto. And in Dit- 


, A . * . . . _ 
courſe he there told this Informant, that this Intormant had h1s For- 


tune in his band. This Informant ask'd him, In What? The faid 
Wyard replied, He knew my wants: it you will but Cudgel a man, you 


- ſhall have 2001. One Hundred in hand, & the other ZZundred when 


the work or buſineſs is done. To which this Informant replied, that 


that might be done by a Porter fora ſhilling. To which the faid yard 


replied, you may believe, by the Sum thats offcred , that there is 
ſomething more to Le done beſides Cudgelling. Ard when you have 
done , you ſhall have a better Reward. 

To which this Informant replyed, he ſcorn'd ſuch unworthy and 


baſe propoſals ; and utterly refuſed to treat with him about it. Then the 
ſad 


7TO 
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ſaid Ward deſired this Informant to go & ſpeak with the Lord Poyj, 
in the Tower. To which this Informant anſwered , I hat he had ny 
bſineſs with the Lord Powis , nor the Lord Powis any with him, :; 
he knew of. w!12 then ſhewed this Informant a Letter trom the Lord 
Powis to this Informant : which Letter was to this effect, 

Mr. dc Faria, Come to me to.the Tower, and ſpeak with me : but |! 
0 Lacy know who you are, The ſaid Mr. Prard, when he found thi 
[nformant utterly retuſed to go to the Lord Powzs, or to treat in 
the ſaid buſinels any farther , the ſaid Wyard then told this Infor. 
mant , He would meet this /nformant in the ſame place on the mor. 
row; and wou'd then bring this /nformant a Letter.trom a perfor 
of Quality, whoſe hand this /nformant did well know : and that this 
Informant had Papersthen in his pocket, under the ſaid Perſons hand, 
And on the morrow the faid Hyard did meet this /nformant in the faid 
place, and then ſhewed him a Letter writ in'the Portugueze Lan- 
guage, which contained thefe words being into Eng/i/h Lranflared, 

Francis, 

Do what this man bids you ; for it ſhall be well done, Subſeribed G,A.B. 

An. this Informant farther faith, That He knew the Hand , and did compare 
with tume Papers he had in his pocker, then figned by the fame Hand. But not- 


w-thiftarding the faid Letter, this Informant utterly refuſed to treat about the 
ſa'd bi {i :e(s any farther, 


The laid //y.ard then defired this Informant to meet himthe next day again, 


ard teck his leave. And this Informant being delirous to know who the aid | 


Is3ard was, and ##here he lay, followed the ſaid Wyard down Chancery: Lane 


and into Curſitors-Allry, and into ſeveral turnings , but loſt fight of him. And Þ 


the next day this Informare went to the ſame place, to meet the faid Wyard, 
but the laid /Yyard came not; nor could this Informant ever ſince find the faid 
Iyard, or hear of him, though he hath made a great and general Enquiry aſter 
him : Buc ſaith, He cou!d know him again if he eould fee him. And farther this 
Informant (ith , That He the fame day declared unto one Monſienr Camaþh , 
That he was offered 200 /, to Cudgel a man. And alſo faith, That being appre- 
heofive that he might be called in queſtion after Mr. Arnold was Afſailted, the 
laid Monſieur Camp having charged him with it, -and with receiving of che 
{aid 200 1, This Informant went unto the Right Honourable the-Earl of Claren. 
dorry about the firft day of May and defired his Honour to take his Informi- 
tion in Writing, ( this Informant bring togo into Flanders) which the aid Excl 
did; and this Informant ſet his hand to it, And farther at preſent faith nor, 
Signed, Franciſco de Faria 
Furat coram me, Philip Mathews, 15th, July 1680, 
This laſt Tnformation only was Sworn before Sir Philip Mathews? 


Froncſco de Faria, 


pa. DA a. 


